
Stidwell Bridle Trail
30km of marked trails

Enjoy sandy bush tracks, rolling hills, 
hidden valleys and magnificent views.

Officially opened in September 1999, the Stidwell 
Bridle Trail was a joint project of the City of Albany, 
Trailswest, Ministry of Sport and Recreation and 
the Lotteries Commission.  

Please contact the City of Albany to report areas 
where maintenance is required.  

The City of Albany takes no responsibility for any 
injuries that occur while you are using this trail.  

While every care has been taken in the provision 
of a safe and enjoyable bridle trail, you are 
entirely responsible for your own safety and 
well-being.

City of Albany
Administration Office
102 North Road
Albany WA  

tel 08 9841 9333

PO BOX 484
Albany WA 6331

www.albany.wa.gov.au

Tribute to a Trailblazer
Mike Stidwell taught physical 
education in the nearby 
community of Denmark and 
in Canada where he became 
involved in planning for 
sport and recreation.  

Upon his return to WA, Mike spearheaded the 
first project in Australia to convert an unused 
railway reserve into a trail for recreation.

Mike came to Albany in 1978 as the Regional 
Manager for the Ministry of Sport and Recreation.  
Among many achievements, he successfully 
campaigned to have the railway reserves located 
throughout the State set aside as a land bank for 
recreation.

Mike’s vision and commitment inspired the 
development of trails for mountain bike riders, 
bushwalkers and horse riders.

Through his children, Mike became interested in 
equestrian activities and became a qualified show 
jumping judge and course designer.  He served 
on national and international committees setting 
safety standards for riders.

Mike was named Albany’s Citizen of the Year in 
1998 in recognition of his involvement in youth 
and community projects.

Mike believed recreation is an important part of 
our culture.  He urged communities and 
government to work together to ensure that land 
is set aside now for future recreation use.

The Stidwell Bridle Trail is a fitting and lasting 
memorial to Mike and his 25 years of outstanding 
service to recreation and sport.
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     CODE OF CONDUCT 

Please follow the guidelines below to minimise 
the impact of horse riding on the environment, 
private property and other trail users.

•  Clean horses’ feet before riding to avoid 
carrying soil containing weeds or the plant 
disease known as ‘dieback’ into the bush.

• Feed horses with processed food (not hay 
or chaff) for 12 hours prior to riding to avoid 
spreading weed seeds into the bush.

• Stay on marked bridle trails.
• Avoid straying onto private property.
• Leave gates as you find them.

• Be courteous when meeting other trail users.
• Walk your horse quietly when passing.
• Move to the side of the trail and ensure your 

horse’s hindquarters are facing away from 
whomever is passing.

If you meet riders or other trail users who are 
acting contrary to this Code of Conduct, please 
report such incidents to the City of Albany.

Stidwell Bridle Trail
The Stidwell Bridle Trail consists of three clearly 
signposted loops that start at the Albany Equestrian 
Centre on Roberts Road.  

The trail travels through parts of Robinson Estate, 
along quiet bush tracks and over sand hills 
covered with coastal heath.

The Stidwell Bridle Trail is a designated bridle trail.  
Trail bikes and other vehicles are not permitted.

For your safety:
• Wear a helmet.
• Check all saddlery before a ride.
• Ride horses that are easily handled.
• Keep horses under control at all times.
• Ride single file on the trail. 
• At road crossings, give way to traffic and ride 

across in a group to avoid blocking the road.

ROBINSON LOOP - 7.5km
This loop winds through Robinson Estate using tree-
lined road verges and undeveloped road reserves 
to avoid on-road riding.

WERRILUP LOOP - 11km
Sandy bush tracks lead to the summit of Werrilup 
Hill where a shelter, watering trough and hitching rail 
provide a comfortable rest stop for riders and horses.

SANDPATCH LOOP - 12km
This loop travels along wide road verges to reach 
wildflower-rich areas to the south and west. The 
trail crosses the road leading to the popular fishing 
spot at Sandpatch.

ACCESS TRAILS 
These spurs provide access to the trail from nearby 
areas.

STRAIGHT 
AHEAD

RIGHTLEFT 


